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The Conservancy enriches people’s lives
and enhances our region by inspiring .
use, preservation and support of
Cuyahoga Valley National Park.

MAGAZINE FALL / WINTER 2021, VOLUME 7: ISSUE 1

/

NATIVE SPECIES
SCAVENGER HUNT

IN MEMORY OF
KATRINA HAAS

2 AN INTERVIEW WITH LISA PETIT
LETTER FROM THE CEO I 4

WELCOME TO THE
CONSERVANCY

> 15

WETMORE BRIDLE TRAIL

1/

SERVICE LEARNING

19

OUR DONORS: THANKYOU!

43

SOCIAL CREATURES

CORPORATE FRIENDS

m [Ascaoe
OUTFITTERS SUBARU



A LETTER FROM THE
CONSERVANCY PRESIDENT AND CEO

ho are your heroes? Health care workers come to mind as well as other essential

workers who have helped us get through this past year and a half. Perhaps your

heroes are older friends and relatives who have paved the way for you. Heroes are
people with courage who give of themselves for the benefit of others.

Our park has many heroes—volunteers, staff and park partners who work hard to provide us
with a park that is well maintained, safe, enjoyable and protected. There are a few specific
heroes that I'd like to tell you about.

In 2019, the Conservancy was approached by leaders of Cuyahoga Valley National Park
and the Trust for Public Land, asking if we could finish what they started—negotiations to
purchase the former Brandywine Golf Course. They ran up against federal requirements
that would have taken a long time to complete, and due to other interested potential buyers

IN MEMORY OF KATRINA HAAS

BY: DEB YANDALA

atrina served as the Conservancy’s Director of Development and directed our marketing and communication

work for a time. She came to us with experience in development with several other organizations and a

master’s degree in environmental education. She was a perfect fit for our organization. She was passionate
about protecting our planet and dedicated to giving people experiences in nature.

Katrina was beloved by our staff team and by the donors with whom she worked. She was witty, smart, positive and
charming. She had a magical and spiritual sense about her. A special kinship with animals, especially dogs, was
amazing to watch.

Katrina’s playfulness and joy made her a pleasure to be around. She was incredibly dedicated to her work while
never missing a chance to be in the woods and be with her friends and colleagues.

Katrina stopped working two years ago when a cancer diagnosis led to a difficult prognosis. She died in August and
left us much too soon. We are grateful for her work, her friendship, and for the many ways she touched our lives.

of the property, someone needed to move faster than they could.

Another hero of the Conservancy
is former Board Chair Dick
Ainsworth, who passed away in
August. Dick served on the Board
of Cuyahoga Valley Environmental
Education Center and when it
merged with the park’s historic
friends group and became the
Conservancy, he moved into a
leadership role. Dick brought
business savvy, a dedication to
national parks, and a kind spirit to
our organization. He understood
the value of philanthropy and
both donated and raised tens of
thousands of dollars in support
of CVNP. | admired him deeply,
learned a lot from him, and miss his

wisdom and his friendship.

The Chair of our Board of Directors at the time, Jim Nash, had already
convened a group of local leaders to advise us on how we might assist with
protecting this incredible property. When fast decisions were needed,
Jim courageously took a recommendation to our Board to sign a purchase
agreement and make a commitment to buy the property, without knowing
where funding would come from. Jim’s confidence and leadership were
exactly what we needed to move forward and our full Board bravely made a
commitment to protect this land.

Dione Alexander followed as Board Chair and six months into her term,
the pandemic shut down most of our operations. She immediately began
more frequent Executive Committee meetings and provided skilled and
wise guidance until the end of her two-year term in August. Throughout her
time of leadership, she remained laser focused on two things: Keeping the
Conservancy afloat to support the park and completing the purchase of the
former golf course. Our success in both of these areas is due in good part
to having a strong Board of Directors and a wise Board Chair to guide us
through uncharted waters.

Current Board Chair Phil LiBassi led the efforts on designing a vision for
the property, overseeing the complicated purchase and advising the Board
onmoving to a master planning process. He never wavered from a path that
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led to finalizing the purchase in September.

Which leads me to you. Our donors have stepped up in a remarkable way to get us to the
place where we could complete the purchase. You will hear more next spring about how
you can help us activate the property and turn it into beautiful park land. We would not be
at this point without your partnership and support. You are heroes—you have supported
the Conservancy and in doing so you have helped us save precious land to become part of a
national park. This is a rare opportunity, to protect land for all time. Thank you for being
part of this heroic success story.

bt Lot

DEB YANDALA, PRESIDENT AND CEO
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Growth is good. We have grown, our
children have grown, and maybe for
some of us, even our grandchildren
have grown. Growth is learning,
developing, transitioning to something
better and stronger than before.

When we see our windowsill or garden
plants growing, we look upon them
with a smile.

In the natural world, growth can take different forms and have a
variety of impacts. In Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVYNP),
the multitude of plant species you'll see — wildflowers, grasses,
shrubs, trees, aquatic plants — reflect a unique patchwork of
species, some of which are native to this area, and others that
come from places throughout the world.

Invasive exofic species, commonly called invasive species,
are plants that are exotic and cause ecological or economic
harm. Invasive species are considered to be exofic because
they are usually transported from other confinents for
use in agriculture, gardening or erosion control (or sometimes
even by accident).

Nearly twenty percent of the park’s plant species are exofic,
or not native to the area. Sixteen of these species are invasive.
The high quantity of invasive plants in CVNP is a result of the
generations of human activity we've had in the valley. Examples
SISEMIARSH of human activity that have resulted in the introduction of

invasive species include agricultural activity, residential areas

and golf courses. The presence of invasive species to such
a degree is something that is unique to CVNP, as we are
one of the few national parks with a history of human-
modified landscapes.

These species of plants can have a huge impact on native flora,
fauna and habitats. Invasives can decrease biodiversity, or
the variety of plant and animal life. Biodiversity is crucial to
maintaining the healthy ecosystems we see in the park today,
such as forests and meadows. If left unmitigated, invasives

can even create a monoculture, an area where only that one

species of plant exists.

Native plants often get crowded out by invasives. Since
invasive plants usually have few, if any, natural controls such
as herbivores or insects, it can take very little time for these
plants to put a severe dent in the number and diversity of native
plants. With the reduction in native species, native insects and
other animals begin to rely on these invasive species for food.
Often, invasives are a lower-quality form of sustenance than
their native counterparts.

As if that weren't enough, invasive plants can also alter the soil
and water chemistry in a given area, which can then impact

food sources for wildlife and the growth of other native plants.
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Invasive exotic plants are plants introduced
to an ecosystem by human interaction

Native plants are a part of the balance of nature that has developed over
hundreds or thousands of years in a particular region or ecosystem.

NVASIVE VS. NATIVE [

So, what’s the big deal? National parks these plants. These programs happen regularly throughout the No.1
exist to preserve and protect all kinds .Isummer and Ifc:ll. Workling directly witZ park biologists, some
ong-term volunteers also monitor and manage invasives in
of plant life, right? spe?:iﬁc areas of the park. ° 0l (O L
PLANTS IN CVNP
The answer is not as clear-cut as Native plants are also fundamental in re-mediating areas
youd think. impacted by invasive plant activity. These species are the ideal
food sources for local insects and other animals. In places .
Park biologists have a lot of factors to consider when deciding where a habitat has sustained damage from invasive removal, :
how to manage invasive species within their park’s boundaries. planting native species helps restore a healthy plant population No. 2
The origin of the species, the harm it causes to park resources, and gives the habitat a new start. ’
Z:: :]:h:or:efhzFret:eO\;:L:)erhemF;(l::t;T;Jszz::c;s;fk-rr::u:l:seos Large-scale habitat restoration projects also employ native BENEFITS OF
weigh the prudence and feasibility of the plant’s removal and p|ont.s. In places like Wetmore and S’tarTford Ru.n in CVNP, nat'ive NATIVE PLANTS
management. Prudence refers to the practicality of the entire specfl.es are plc.m'red fo enhanc’e eitllie hO.blfoS el fprevele
orocess, whereas feasibility refers to how difficult it would addlhonél erosion con.frol‘ Nohve'free p|<:{nhngs are a common
actually be to manage and reduce the species in the park. element in these habitat restoration projects. Throughout the
park, you may see tall white tubes in open field areas - these .
Since the complete eradication of an invasive is impossible, “tree tubes” keep the native trees that were planted safe until :
park biologists try to focus their efforts on removing invasives they grow large enough to survive being munched on by deer 1o, 3
from sensitive areas such as rare plant habitats, wetlands, or and other animals. Over months, and sometimes even a couple
fig. 1 Multifiora Rose dieem ceniek®. of years, volunteers and staff work together to plant hundreds
of trees to bring these projects to fruition.
Park biologists also use data to inform their plant management
decisions. To determine the number of a given plant species, All'in all, we continue to grow. Park biologists grow in their
they divide the park into transects. Transects are essentially understanding of how plants interact with the ecosystems
imaginary lines drawn across the park. The entirety of CVNP is we explore. Volunteers grow in their service to the park and _
separated info transects, which park biologists then transpose rehabilitating these special places. When we visit CVNP, we ;
onto maps for reference in the field. Field scientists will walk grow each time we spot a tree or a wildflower that speaks '
along these transects, recording the number of invasive species to us. With each increment of growth, our appreciation and 1o
they encounter. This requires an immense amount of skill in plant understanding of the park grows too.
identification, along with the ability to differentiate between ;‘NSF(())I?’R%%T:ON
different subspecies of the same plant. 3 .
P P Growth is,
Not only does this process help determine the number of * d d d
invasive plants in the park, it also helps determine where 1maee b goo .
invasive plant management is most needed. Invasive plants "
in CVYNP are managed in a few different ways. With larger :
populations of invasives, herbicides are used in a limited The Volunteer-In-Park (VIP) program is co-managed by the No. 5

capacity; they are also not used in ecologically sensitive areas.
Park biologists also use prescribed burns to control invasive
plant populations.

Park volunteers also play a role in helping CVNP manage its
invasive species. Anyone can register for an invasive plant
volunteer program, helping pull out or cut down a variety of

National Park Service and the Conservancy for Cuyahoga
Valley National Park. There are many types of volunteer
opportunities you can participate in, including invasive
plant removals where you'll help remove invasive vegetation
and improve habitat for native plants and animals.

To learn more about volunteering in CVNP,

visit forcvnp.org/ volunteer.
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SEND YOUR PICTURES TO
INFO@FORCVNP.ORG OR TAG

US ON SOCIAL MEDIA USING
#FORCVNP TO SHARE YOUR VICTORIES
AS YOU FIND THEM!

NATIVE SPECIES

SCAVENGER
HUNT

BY: KIM'SHUMAN

THE NEXT TIME YOU ARE OUT IN CUYAHOGA VALLEY
NATIONAL PARK, WHY NOT INCLUDE OUR SCAVENGER
HUNT AS PART OF YOUR ADVENTURE? USE THESE TIPS
FOR IDENTIFYING THEM IN CVNP AND ENJOY SOME FUN
FACTS YOU MIGHT NOT HAVE KNOWN.

This scavenger hunt may take several months to complete! Winter is around
the corner and as the park defrosts after a long season, it comes alive with
many diverse types of wildflowers. The most activity occurs from April to
May, while the flowers try to soak up as much sun as possible before the
tree canopy shades the ground. This is the perfect time to visit the park and
capture this beautiful display of nature!

Please remember to follow Leave No Trace guidelines while you're
searching for native species in CYNP. Preserve our beautiful national park

by examining, not touching. Leave rocks, plants, and natural objects as you

find them.

® Start your search here!

0 SMOOTH BLUE ASTER':

DESCRIPTION: Herbaceous perennial that grows
between 2 to 4 feet tall. Produces a dry, one-seeded
fruit tipped with red bristles. Flowers are violet-
blue rays with yellow disc flowers in the center.

WHERE: Found in mesic black soil prairies, hill
prairies, savannas, rocky open woodlands, sandy
woodlands, woodland edges, thickets, limestone
glades, and roadside embankments.

WHEN: Early September through late fall

FUN FACTS:
The Greek word aster means “star” and describes the
star-like flower heads.

The flowers attract many butterflies and other insects
for pollination.

O RED MAPLE TREE3:

DESCRIPTION: Leaves of Red Maple are opposite with
fairly long petioles, and may occur with a five-lobed
character, where the two basal lobes are much
smaller, or with a three-lobed, trident-shaped
structure, which is more common. In either case,
eachlobe also has small serrations.

WHERE: Found naturally in areas of open woodlands
and more commonly along creeks and bottomlands
where the soil is constantly moist to wet.

WHEN: Allyear long. Red Maple is commonly thought
of as having blazing red fall color, but trees found
in the wild may display bright yellow, orange-red,
or red fall color, or may even have poor green to
chartreuse fall color.

FUN FACTS:
The sap from the Red Maple Tree can be used to create
maple syrup.

Red Maple wood is more commonly used to produce
smaller items, such as musical instruments, wooden
boxes, clothespins and hangers.
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O SHOWY GOLDENROD?:

DESCRIPTION: A perennial forming an upright clump of
stiff, narrow-leaved, reddish stems. Blooming for
about a month from late summer to fall, they bear
dense, pyramidal, terminal clusters, up to12 inches
long, packed with tiny, bright yellow flowers.

WHERE: All throughout the park, especially

in meadows.

WHEN: August through October

FUN FACTS:

Goldenrods are used for the manufacture of
dark-colored, delicious honey.

Native Americans chewed leaves of Goldenrods to
alleviate symptoms of toothache.

Thomas Edison made tires for the car (Ford
Model T) using the rubber extracted from the
leaves of Goldenrods.

O TRILLIUM:

DESCRIPTION: The main distinguishing feature of this
plant is its showy flowers and whorl of three leaves.
It also has three sepals and three petals, hence why
it is sometimes known as the “trinity flower,” too.
The flowers of this plant come in many colors like
yellow, red, pink, purple, and white.

WHERE: As woodland wildflowers, Trilliums prefer
high shade, though some species like a little sun.
Look for these among leaflitter along the trails.

WHEN: April and early May

FUN FACTS:
Trilliums are a favorite food for deer.
In 1986, the Ohio General Assembly made the white

trillium Ohio’s official flower because it exists in all of
Ohio’s 88 counties.

1. PHOTO BY SUE SIMENC 2. PHOTO BY LIZ WEST 3. OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
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O SWAMP MILKWEED*:

DESCRIPTION: Swamp Milkweed is one of our most
common species and can be seen in any of Ohio’s
88 counties come mid-late summer. The plants
canvary greatly in size depending on the habitat
conditions from 2 to over 5 feet in height. They are
easily identified by the terminal flower umbels
consisting of dozens of small, bright pink flowers,
which resemble stars.

WHERE: This is our only wetland milkweed species
and will flourish along pond margins or other damp
sites. Floodplain forests, thickets, swamps, wet
prairies/meadows/fields, roadside ditches, fens,
marshes, and along just about any waterway are
placesyou're likely to see Swamp Milkweed.

WHEN: It’s typically a mid-late summer bloomer with
flowers coming on in early July through August.

FUN FACTS:

The fibers of Swamp Milkweed stalks can be used to make
rope/cordage and woven into cloth.

Swamp Milkweed is also frequently visited by
hummingbirds!

0 COMMON MILKWEED?:

DESCRIPTION: The Common Milkweed is ‘common’ for
areason as it can be found with great frequency in
every single Ohio county. It can grow upward of 4

to 5 feet in height and has large, pink/green/white
umbels of flowers that are nearly spherical in shape
and occur in the axils of the leaves.

WHERE: It occurs in just about any kind of disturbed,
open habitat such as meadows, roadsides, railways,
river and stream banks, and fallow fields.

WHEN: Begins to bloom in mid-June and will continue
on through the summer up into August.

FUN FACTS:

This is the species that produces the majority

of Monarchs in Ohio.

Large quantities of milkweed were used as stuffing
in pillows and life jackets during WWIL

O JACK-IN-THE-PULPIT:

DESCRIPTION: The plant grows to be about 8 inches to

2 feet in height. It is grown from a corm (a bulbous
tuber) and produces callalily-like flowers. There are
male and female plants. Male plants will have one
leafdivided into three leaflets, while females have
two leaves of three leaflets. The flowers,

which bloom in early spring, will grow to be about
3incheslong and are typically green-yellow or
green with purple or brown stripes. Fruit becomes
brilliant red.

WHERE: Avariety of wooded environments, usually
inrich soil.

WHEN: Late March through May

FUN FACTS:
It is toxic to dogs, cats and horses.

Jack-in-the-Pulpit can change sexes within its lifetime.
All plants start off as male, pollen bearing flowers. Over
time and with enough nutrients, the plant becomes
female and produce berries! And if conditions change
and nutrients are lacking, the plant can change back
tomale.

O VIRGINIA BLUEBELLSS:

DESCRIPTION: The plants are 1to 2 feet tall. The leaves
are smooth and oval-shaped with a deep purple
color before mellowing out into a blue-ish green
color. The trumpet-shaped flowers bloom in clusters
near the top of the stem. The buds change from

pink to purple to blue as they bloom, although
occasionally you might see a pink or white bloom.

WHERE: Low-lying damp woods, floodplains, stream
terraces, etc. They can be most easily found along
Furnace Run Trail.

WHEN: Early April through early May

FUN FACTS:

For a while, early Americans tried using bluebells
to treat lung diseases.

4. PHOTO BY JEFFREY HAMILTON ON UNSPLASH 5. PHOTO BY MARY HAMMEL ON UNSPLASH 6. PHOTO BY SUE SIMENC

0 COMMON BLUE VIOLETS:

DESCRIPTION: The purple flowers have white throats,
and the three lower petals are somewhat hairy.
The erect flower stem droops slightly and the
flowers bend toward the ground. They have glossy
green heart-shaped leaves.

WHERE: It appears in woods, thickets, and along
streambeds, especiallyin shadier areas.

WHEN: Early April through late May

FUN FACTS:

Blue Violet flowers symbolize love and faithfulness.
The Ancient Greeks considered the violet a symbol of
fertility and love; they used it in love potions.

O AMERICAN SYCAMORE TREE:

DESCRIPTION: The American Sycamore is a massive tree
easily identified by its height, spreading canopy,
and unique bark. Leaves are simple, three to five
lobed with varying number and size of incisions, 5 to
8inches across. Leaf shape is variable but generally
wider than long; leaves are medium green above
with light pale or woolly undersides. Leaf petioles
swollen at base. The bark is smooth, whitish bark
peels off in irregular patches from upper branches
toreveal darker bark underneath, creating a
characteristic gray, green, and brown mosaic
resembling camouflage.

WHERE: This native tree prefers deep, moist, well- or
moderately-drained soils of variable pH and full to
partial sun; it is often found naturally along rivers
and streams.

WHEN: All year but look for their leaves to turn yellow
in early fall.

FUN FACTS:

The American Sycamore has the largest leaf of any tree
in North America.

The largest deciduous tree in eastern U.S., sycamore
trees can grow 75to 100 feet.

Seeds of sycamore are known as “helicopters” because of
their wings that rotate similar to helicopter’s propellers
in the wind.

GLOSSARY

NATIVE SPECIES:

PERENNIAL:

SEPALS:

DECIDUOUS:

PETIOLES:
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SUPERINTENDENT, CUYAHOGA VALLEY NATIONAL PARK
BY: ZAINA SALEM

Working in the National Park Service (NPS) has taken Lisa
Petit through a 21-year journey in a variety of leadership
positions for Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP).
She started as a Wildlife Biologist and later became
Chief of Resource Management for the park. She also
served as Deputy Superintendent before becoming Acting
Superintendent. During her time in CVYNP, Lisa oversaw
all science, engineering, design, planning, environmental

compliance, and resource stewardship activities.

Atrailblazer, Lisa recently made history by becoming the first
woman superintendent of Cuyahoga Valley National Park
since its establishment in 1974. Lisa has worked alongside
the Conservancy and supported our value to the park and
to Northeast Ohio. We welcome her move to this important
leadership role and look forward to continuing to work in
partnership with her for the benefit of CVNP, its visitors, and
those we serve.

Lisa spoke with the CONSERVANCY to talk about making
history in CVNP, her goals as superintendent, and her most

memorable moments in the park.

NOW THAT YOU’RE SUPERINTENDENT, WHAT’S ON
YOUR TO-DO LIST?

LISA PETIT: First, | am still very focused on continuing our part in
restoring the Cuyahoga River to a healthier condition and providing a
truly special recreational experience for visitors.

Next, we are coming up on our 50th birthday in 2024, and we are setting
our sights on the kind of National Park we want to be for the next 50
years as we contribute to the quality of life for residents of Northeast Ohio
and become more of a national destination. We want to welcome and
be accessible to all people, and we want all to enjoy an authentic and
unique “National Park experience” once they re here.

Thirdly, we are very fortunate that Congress provided funding to National
Park units to erase the backlog of maintenance on our infrastructure and
facilities. Over the next 4 years we have the potential to restore our most
popular visitor amenities — the Ohio and Erie Canal and Towpath Trail,
the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad, and many of our most significant
historic buildings to bring our resources back to excellent condition for use
and enjoyment by the public.

And last, but notleast, | am focused on strengthening relationships between
the park and our community leaders and stakeholders throughout the
valley, with an eye toward increasing the economic benefits that CYNP
visitors can bring to the region while they enjoy the many services offered
by our Gateway Communities.
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YOU ARE THE FIRST WOMAN TO SERVE AS
SUPERINTENDENT OF CUYAHOGA VALLEY NATIONAL
PARK SINCE ITS ESTABLISHMENT IN 1974. HOW DOES
THAT FEEL?

LISA PETIT: | feel very honored! | am excited to take the baton and build
on successes of the past five superintendents, each of whom have moved
the park forward to get us to where we are now. In my 20+ years with this
park, | have learned a great deal from superintendents John Debo, Stan
Austin, and Craig Kenkel. | am thrilled to join other women environmental
leaders in the National Park Service and in Northeast Ohio. | have had
the great fortune to work with and learn from many of these women over
the years. Most notably, Conservancy President and CEO, Deb Yandala
and | have collaborated in one way or another throughout my time here
and one of the best things about becoming superintendent is that | will be
able to work even more closely with Deb.

WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR WOMEN IN THE
ENVIRONMENTAL FIELD?

LISA PETIT: Fortunately, women are more represented in STEM fields
now than ever before. We have some amazing women who work in all
fields of the National Park Service and at Cuyahoga Valley National
Park. Biologists, engineers, law enforcement rangers, communications
dispatchers, interpretation and education rangers, cultural resource
specialists, facility managers, environmental protection specialists, to
name a few.

My advice to girls and young women (or anyone) interested in the
environmental field is to follow your heart, do what makes you happy
and what stimulates your mind! Do not be deterred by people who think
you cannot make it because of who you are. | was lucky to have many
male supporters and mentors, but | had a few loud naysayers (both male
and female) in life too. | always knew what | wanted to do, and so |
worked harder to get past those obstacles. Also, | would say take every
opportunity to gain experience and learn from others in your chosen field.
Sometimes, the unpaid internships or volunteer experiences are the most
beneficial in your career development.

YOU HAVE SPENT 21 YEARS IN CVNP WORKING IN

A VARIETY OF LEADERSHIP POSITIONS WITH THE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE (NPS). HOW HAS THE PARK
CHANGED SINCE THEN?

LISA PETIT: Over the past two decades, CVNP has changed
dramatically! The most impressive changes have been in the comeback of
the Cuyahoga River, the improved condition of the forests, meadows and
wetlands, the revitalization and popularity of the Ohio and Erie Canal
Towpath Trail, the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad, and the Countryside
Initiative farms, our beautiful new Boston Mill Visitor Center, and the
change in the attitude of staff toward a greater sense of pride about what
this park has become and what more we can be.

WHY IS THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN NPS AND THE
CONSERVANCY IMPORTANT?

LISA PETIT: Our partnership with the Conservancy, the official friend
group of CVNP is critical to the evolution and ultimate success of the park.
The Conservancy helps us build public awareness and support as well as
making us more relevant to our local communities whether through the
arts, environmental education, or providing a memorable way for people
to celebrate their significant life events.

HOW DOES THAT RELATIONSHIP UNLOCK THE FULL
POTENTIAL OF CVNP?

LISA PETIT: We simply could not be as successful as we are in providing
so many benefits and services to the public. Especially during the COVID
pandemic, our park was still able to remain open and serve people
while many parks had to close. The Conservancy played a huge part in
our ability to continue serving the record numbers of people coming to
the park. We also would not have such an expanded public reach and
impact without the Conservancy. We have a creative NPS staff, but as a
large federal agency we often cannot be as nimble or innovative as the
Conservancy can be on our behalf. The Conservancy directly expands the
capacity of our workforce, especially through a huge cadre of passionate
volunteers, and helps us push boundaries to reach new levels of service
to the public.

WHAT’S THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE OF MANAGING
A NATIONAL PARK, AND WHAT IS THE BIGGEST
CHALLENGE THAT’S SPECIFIC TO CVNP?

LISA PETIT: | believe the biggest challenge of managing a national
park is in balancing the long-term protection of our resources for future
generations with serving the rapidly evolving and expanding recreational
needs of the current generation of visitors. There is always much more
to do than there is funding to do it, and that is why parks fall behind in
the ability to keep up with their dual mission. This challenge is as true for
Cuyahoga Valley as it is for Yellowstone.

For CYNP, we have a relatively large amount of built infrastructure that is
historic and expensive to maintain, and we have a lot of environmental
threats to our natural resources. A huge challenge! That is why the passage
of the Great American Outdoors Act, and the Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative have been such a great help in assisting national parks with this
balancing act. It is also why the assistance from Conservancy members
and donors is so essential for our future. For CVNP, the challenge of
being a national park within a highly populated area is also our strength
and brings so many more opportunities because of the support of our
communities and the people of northeast Ohio.

12
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YOU SHARE THE CONSERVANCY’S COMMITMENT TO
INCLUSION AND WELCOMING NEW PEOPLE TO OUR
PARK. WHY IS THAT SO IMPORTANT?

LISA PETIT: CVNP was first established under the NPS “Parks to
the People” initiative, to bring the National Park experience to urban
population centers and allow more of the American public to enjoy their
national parks closer to home. Over the 47 years of our existence, we
have made tremendous strides in fulfilling that purpose. However, we
have much more to do to make the benefits of this national park fully
available to people of all races, ethnic backgrounds, and abilities. We
need to build awareness and extend our reach to more of our local
communities especially in Cleveland, Akron, and Canton, and as we
become more of a national destination, our visitors should reflect the
diversity of the rest of America.

YOU’VE BEEN WITH CVNP FOR MANY YEARS - WHAT IS
YOUR FAVORITE PARK MEMORY?

LISA PETIT: ltis too hard to come up with just one! So, I'll list a few. My
favorite nature memories were unusual encounters with wildlife in
my early years with the park:

A coyote came running full
clip past me in the forest,
because it was being
chased and dive-bombed
by an angry pileated
woodpecker! Reminded
me of the old Roadrunner
cartoons!

As | was standing in a
small ravine, | heard a loud
crashing coming toward the rest of America.
me through the forest. |
looked up to see a huge,
10-point buck hurtling
toward me and he jumped
straight over my head and
continued running through

the forest. Awesome!

My favorite memory of a person was: Meeting and speaking with
former Congressman John Seiberling, once at a park function and once
with my family in the checkout line at Acme where he was bagging his
own groceries. He was such a lovely person, and when he spoke to my
young daughters that afternoon- though he really didn’t know us- he
treated them as if they were his own grandchildren and the mostimportant
people in the world. To me, that small act was the true measure of his
character and the humble way he served people throughout his life.
| carry that memory with me, and [ feel privileged to take the helm of
Cuyahoga Valley National Park to honor his legacy and try to achieve
his vision for this place.

We need to build awareness and
extend our reach to more of our local
communities especially in Cleveland,
Akron, and Canton, and as we become
more of a national destination, our
visitors should reflect the diversity of

WHAT DO YOU SEE AS THE NEXT CHAPTER OF CVNP?

LISA PETIT: | view the next chapter as one of maturing as a National
Park. We are relative youngsters in NPS and compared to the 100-year-
old Cleveland and Summit Metro Parks and Cleveland Museum of
Natural History. Our “birth” in the 1970s was painful for the people who
lived in the valley and much of that pain remains for their families who
still live here. We had an awkward youth as we grew and developed,
learned from our mistakes, and grappled with self-doubt and a battered
self-esteem. Over the past 20 years we have developed more confidence,
collaborated better with our partners, gained more public support, and
blossomed in our ability to serve the public and protect the resources. So,
now it is time to reach toward our true potential to provide the National
Park experience and benefits to everyone in a way that sustains us
into the next 50 years and beyond. To do that, we must remember and
acknowledge our history and continue learning from our mistakes so that
we can get better at being Cuyahoga Valley National Park.

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU’D LIKE PARKGOERS TO
KNOW ABOUT YOU?

LISA PETIT: My idea of relaxation
is being far off the beaten path with
my family fishing for walleye or pike
on a remote lake in Canada, having
the whole beach to ourselves at
Assateague National Seashore, or
just sitting by a campfire studying the
night sky.

Favorite film: It's a Wonderful Life
Favorite novel: To Kill a
Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Favorite nonfiction: Give and
Take by Adam Grant

and Principles by Ray Dalio
Favorite band: Rush

WELCOME TO

THE

GREG MORTON

Vice President of Administration

Greg has more than 20 years of employment in the non-profit
sector. Most recently he served as the Vice President of Mission
Services and Public Relations for Goodwill. He has experience
in human resources, various workforce development programs,
IT, marketing and fund development. “I'm very excited about
the opportunity to be a part of the Conservancy team as well
as working with the Cuyahoga Valley National Park partners.
| realized over the last two years with all that was happening
in the world there were few places that you could count on for

relief and Cuyahoga Valley National Park was one of them.”

DOMINIC MOORE-DUNSON

Program and Arts Manager

Dominic hails from Akron, OH, and is a graduate of National
Avrts Strategies’ Executive Program for Arts & Culture Strategies
at the University of Pennsylvania, which is a program designed
to enhance all capacities to lead a thriving arts & culture non-
profit organization. Amongst his many roles as an emerging
arts leader in Akron, Dominic serves as a co-founder of the
Akron Black Artist Guild, board secretary of ArtsNow, and
served on the inaugural board member of The Devil Strip
Magazine. In 2016, Dominic established a large-scale
community-based dance theatre project called Artie & The
Black Card which premiered in September 2018. By partnering
with arts, education, and business institutions/corporations,
the project inspires conversation around Black identity, how it
relates to economic development in the Black community, and
the solutions we can create to cultivate a more diverse pool

of Black professionals and other marginalized people groups.

TWO TRUTHS
& A LIE

...can you guess which

statement is a lie?

GREG

Greg enjoys riding his motorcycle including
through all parts of CVNP.

Greg once played the drums for the group Earth
Wind and Fire.

He has made over a dozen solo skydiving jumps.

DOMINIC

Dominic was mentored by Garth Fagan,
the original choreographer of The Lion
King Broadway.

As a choreographer, Dominic has had an
ice cream flavor created in response to one
of his shows.

Dominic was on the National Championship
University of Akron Men’s Soccer Team in 2010.

CHECK BELOW TO SEE IF YOU
GUESSED RIGHT!
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IMPROVING
TRAILS
BIT BY BIT

RESTORING CVNP
BRIDLE TRAILS

BY: ZAINA SALEM

NESTLED BETWEEN WETMORE AND
QUICK ROADS LIES FOUR MILES

OF CLEAR-RUNNING CREEKS, DEEP
WOODS, WILDFLOWERS, AND
ACRES OF SOLITUDE THAT MAKE UP
THE WETMORE TRAIL.

It is not uncommon to hear horses trotting along
Wetmore Trail as it is the starting point for seven
interconnected bridle trails in Cuyahoga Valley
National Park. Although these trails were designed
for horseback riding, its versatility allows hikers and

snowshoe enthusiasts to enjoy them as well.

Old barns, shelters, and horse pastures are scattered
throughout the area, a reminder of earlier farming days.
The name Wetmore derives from the land’s first owners,
Frederick and Emilia Wetmore, who lived in the late
1800s. Several owners have succeeded them since
then, and some of the land was acquired by Summit
Metro Parks. In 1984, the National Park Service (NPS)
purchased the remainder of the farms.

Earlier in 2021, the Conservancy for Cuyahoga Valley
National Park announced the creation of a new trails
restoration fund: The Cuyahoga Valley Bridle Trail Fund.
A generous donation by Ray and Jan Dalton launched
the establishment of this much-needed fund which will
work to assist the NPS with making improvements to

bridle trails over a three-year period.

Ray and Jan got their first horses 4 years ago as a
“bucket list” item. They have always enjoyed watching
them and rode rental horses on many of their vacations.

“We own a horse-prepared property on Hines Hill
Road and decided to go for it in 2017 based on the
fact that we were 3 miles from CVNP and their great
trail system,” Ray said. “Once we began to ride
the trails af CVNP and the Metroparks, we quickly
realized that this great asset at CVNP was in need of

repairs and renovations.”

The Daltons began conversations with the Conservancy,
NPS, and members of the Summit and Medina counties
of the Ohio Horseman'’s Council, and it was clear that
they all wanted the same outcome: returning the trails
to their former glory. As a result, Ray and Jan decided
to create and provide the initial multi-year funding of
the Cuyahoga Valley Bridle Trail Fund.

“The Fund is less than one year in existence and
the CVNP team is doing a fantastic job of utilizing
the Fund to accelerate repairs and improvements,” L
Ray said. “We are pleased with the energy, effort, We owna horse-prepared property

and performance of CYNP and the Committee and on Hines Hill Road and decided to

hopeful that th ill tribute to thi L.
are opeu a mcmy orners will contribure 10 1S go for Ii' in 20.'7 based on I'he 'FCICi'

that we were 3 miles from CVNP

valuable Fund.”

Since the creation of the Bridle Trail Fund, several . . L
and their great trail system,” Ray

improvements have been made including repairing
bridle trail surfaces, installing armored crossings, said. “Once we began to ride the
repairing and cleaning trail bridges, cleaning and .

paing 9 9 9 trails at CVNP and the Metroparks,

we quickly realized that this great

installing trail drainage features, trimming of trail

corridors, removing trees, and improving trail signs.

Generous donors like you are why our community is asset at CVNP was in need of

Cble to en]oy the beClUﬁfUl 'TOiIS in CYNP. repqirs and renovationS.ll

— Ray & Jan Dalton
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THE SERVICE LEARNING PROGRAM PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH
REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCES IN HABITAT RESTORATION AND
PROJECTS THAT IMPROVE CUYAHOGA VALLEY NATIONAL PARK.

STUDENTS ARE ABLE TO TAKE A HANDS-ON ROLE IN THE
STEWARDSHIP OF THEIR NATIONAL PARK AS WELL AS LEARN
HOW SERVICE AND VOLUNTEERISM ENHANCES THEIR OWN
COMMUNITY, AND IN TURN, THEIR OWN LIVES.

g S a W W T Y U

TREE PLANTINGS ALLOW STUDENTS TO HAVE A HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE IN RESTORING THE HABITATS
IN CVNP.

service!

: ol \
- d Iﬂ ) |

~ 'y

- - r

’ .' STUDENT CONDUCTS

| : WATER QUALITY TEST OF
] THE CUYAHOGA RIVER.

STUDENTS SEARCHING FOR MACRO INVERTIBRATES, SUCH AS CRAYFISH, IN A STREAM IN CVNP. PHOTOS COURTESY OF WICK POETRY CENTER

18



uyahoga Valley National Park represents a montage

of some of our region’s most cherished lands and

precious natural and historic resources. From
the majestic heights of Brandywine Falls to the rocky
sandstone cliffs of the Ledges, the Conservancy supports
the park in preserving these magnificent and meaningful
places for all to enjoy.

Now, a new plot of land will be added to our national park.
On September 27, 2021, the Conservancy announced that
it had purchased the 207 acres of the former Brandywine
Golf Course.

Sitting on both sides of Akron-Peninsula Road south of the
Village of Peninsula, Brandywine Golf Course opened in the
1960s and operated as a public course until 2018. It is adjacent
to the Virginia Kendall area of the park to the south, Camp
Manatoc and Camp Butler to the east, and the Cuyahoga River
to the west. As well as the riverfront, the property has two
significant streambeds and is home to rare species.

The National Park Service will purchase 192 acres from the
Conservancy once environmental restoration is complete. The
remaining 15 acres will be retained by the Conservancy, which
has begun a master planning process that will help inform the
funds needed to be raised for activation and programming. At
this time, the property is not open to the public.

This land purchase is a first of its kind for the Conservancy
and made possible through the generosity of individual donors
and recoverable grants from the Northeast Ohio community
and national foundations. This includes Akron Community
Foundation, Connor Foundation, GAR Foundation, Cleveland
Foundation, and National Park Foundation.

“The amount of dedication from the community to the park and
to our work is truly phenomenal,” said Deb Yandala, President
and CEO of the Conservancy. “The importance of conservation
and preservation of CVNP is underscored by the community
stepping up to help us raise and secure the funds needed to
purchase this property and ultimately increase access to the
park and the Cuyahoga River.”

Yandala said as the Conservancy looks ahead with this
project, there are more successes to come with it. One will be
the planning and design of parkland with a special focus on
community access and engagement of people who historically
haven't had the opportunity to be part of park design. Another
will be an opportunity for community engagement and listening
to the public on what they want from their national park,
looking closely at river access.

Land Acquisition
Campaign Donors

$500,000+
Mickey & Angie Remen

$200,000 - $499,999
Charles & Marie Grossman
Cynthia Knight

Jim Nash & Joanne Kim

$100,000 - $199,999
Anonymous

Joan Tomkins & William Busta
Roger & Kim Jones

Ray & Patty Laubenthal

Phil & Pat LiBassi

Thomas R. Merryweather
Sean & Nancy O’Connor

Doug & Noreen Powers
Meredith M. Seikel

The Kent H. Smith Charitable Trust

$50,000 - $99,999

Alex & Arabella Feil

Roger & Sue ’Hommedieu

M.G. O’Neil Foundation

Michelle, Patrick & Michael Primm
Curt & Sigrid Reynolds

The Veale Foundation

Paula Wheeler

$10,000 - $49,999

Akron Community Foundation
Mark & Carol Bachmann

The A. W. & J. Belle Bowman Charitable Trust
Chuck & Christy Bittenbender
Lee & Tuni Chilcote

The Katherine & Lee Chilcote Foundation
John Dalton

HeidiFigas

The Howland Memorial Fund
Brit & Julie Hyde

Bryan & Susan Kinnamon
Dana & Richard Klein

Sue & George Klein

Lehner Family Foundation
Gary & Christine Mikitin
National Park Foundation
Evelyn Newell

Joan & Jim Schaefer

Sandy Selby

Sandra & Richey Smith

James & Diana Snider
Jennifer Vasarhelyi

Dick & Jane Whitehead

$5,000 - $9,999

Debby & Kevin Capela

Cargill, Inc., Salt, Road Safety
Henry Gulich

Dick & Jean Hoffman

Emily & Mark Holiday

CaroldJ. Jordan

Stephen & Sonja Metzler

Jeff & Cindy Miller

Dan & Lori Nelson

Nordson Corporation Foundation
Thank you to over 40 additional donors who

contributed to this important campaign.
Please see page 23 for the complete list.
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your support during
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Capital Gifts

LAND ACQUISITION CAMPAIGN

Anonymous (1)

Dione Alexander & Brian McGlaun
Mark & Carol Bachmann
Chuck & Christy Bittenbender
Christopher & Elizabeth Buehler
Joan Tomkins & William Busta
Debby & Kevin Capela

Cargill, Inc., Salt, Road Safety
Kristen & Robert Cimera

John Dalton

Alex & Arabella Feil

Heidi Figas

Charles & Marie Grossman
Henry Gulich

Dick & Jean Hoffman

Brit & Julie Hyde

Roger & Kim Jones

CaroldJ. Jordan

Jeff & Julie Kerr

Bryan & Susan Kinnamon

Sue & George Klein

Ray & Patty Laubenthal

Roger & Sue LHommedieu
Gary & Laura Lobaza

Riley & Barbara Lochridge
M.G. O’Neil Foundation
Stephen & Sonja Metzler

Gary & Christine Mikitin

Jeff & Cindy Miller

Jim Nash & Joanne Kim

Dan & Lori Nelson

Evelyn Newell

Sean & Nancy O’Connor

Doug & Noreen Powers
Michelle, Patrick & Michael Primm
Mickey & Angie Remen

Curt & Sigrid Reynolds
Cynthia & James Rudick
Stacey & Mark Rusher

Joan & Jim Schaefer

Sandy Selby

Jim & Tammy Skulina

Karyn Sullivan

Tom & Diane Tyrrell

Jennifer Vasarhelyi

The Veale Foundation

Paula Wheeler

Dick & Jane Whitehead

Deb Yandala & Sherman Bishop

BOSTON MILL VISITOR CENTER

Akron Garden Club

Chris & Nancy Gotfredson

The Jean Thomas Lambert Foundation
The Kelvin & Eleanor Smith Foundation

Planned Giving
LEGACY SOCIETY

Anonymous (7)

Susan Abramson*

Hope Adelstein*

Richard* & Joan Ainsworth
Linda Anderson

Peter & Barbara Avrea

Paul & Patricia Basar

Jim & Karen Bennett

Mary Bevan*

John* & Nicky Bloodworth
David & Sheila Bly

Rob Briggs & Alyssa Lenhoff-Briggs
Jim & Eve Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Busta
William Busta & Joan Tomkins
William & Mary Ellen Carroll
Pamela A. Carson

Joe & Lisa Cellura

Jack & Barbara Cochran

Dave Daams

John & Betty* Dalton

John & Cyndee Debo

Esther DeTray

Jeanette Eustache

Gerry & Ann Findlan

Nancy Gardner

Chris & Nancy Gotfredson
Henry Gulich

Mike & Marti Hardy

Raj & Priti Jain

Janet & Richard Jankura
Sarah & Robert Jaquay

Henri Pell Junod, Jr.

David Kopkas

Kathy Leavenworth

Dick & Mimi Jackson Lewellen
Luciano Family Foundation
John & Anne MacWherter
Janice Matteucci & Parnell Tillotson
Gary & Christine Mikitin
Jeff & Cindy Miller

Diane Moffett & Linda Malicki
Mort* & Iris November

Stu Parry

Joe Payer

Rita E. Pence

Doug & Noreen Powers

Laura Pulliam

Thomas & Mary Anne Romito
Ann Rowlett

Ken Sabol

Kathy Schlemmer

Frank Schultz

Meredith M. Seikel

Sandy Selby

David & Pam Semanik

Sandra & Richey Smith

F. William & Patricia Steere
Gary Stonum & Marilyn Shea-Stonum
Dougless Strickland & Cathy Rake
Arthur L. Thomas

Gwen Tomasko

Marc & Sylvia Trundle

Tom & Diane Tyrrell

Robert Vagi

Steve & Connie Wait

Joann Wells

Leah & Blair Whidden

Sue White

Dick & Jane Whitehead

Deb Yandala & Sherman Bishop

Lifetime Giving
$100,000+

Anonymous

Susan Abramson*

Hope & Stanley Adelstein*

Richard* & Joan Ainsworth

The Family of Ann & Ronald C.* Allan
Lee & Tuni Chilcote

The Cleveland Foundation

Connor Foundation

Doug & Karen* Cooper

Ray & Jan Dalton

GAR Foundation

Chris & Nancy Gotfredson

Marie & Chuck Grossman

The George Gund Foundation

Henri Pell Junod, Jr.

Sue & George Klein

Cynthia Knight

Gerrit & Peg Kuechle

Diana Kunze & Arthur “Buzz” Brown
Ray & Patty Laubenthal

Roger & Sue Hommedieu

Dr.Larry & Mary Lohman

Thom & Lisa Mandel

Stephen Morris & Amanda Ford Morris
Jim Nash & Joanne Kim

National Park Foundation

Dan & Lori Nelson

Mort* & Iris November

M.G. O’Neil Foundation

Rory* & Dedee O'Neil

Doug & Noreen Powers

Mickey & Angie Remen

Sigrid & Curt Reynolds

Meredith M. Seikel

The Kelvin & Eleanor Smith Foundation
The Kent H. Smith Charitable Trust
F. William & Patricia Steere

Estate of Phyllis E. Walker*

April & Charlie Walton

A Biden wildflower
shows off its bright,
yellow color in CYNP.

syoNoa
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River Otter
$10,000+

Anonymous (6)

StanleyI. & Hope S. Adelstein
Environment Fund

Akron Community Foundation

Howard Atwood Family Fund
of Akron Community Foundation

Mark & Carol Bachmann

Chuck & Christy Bittenbender

Bokom Foundation

William Busta & Joan Tomkins

Debby & Kevin Capela

Cargill, Inc., Salt, Road Safety

Cascade Subaru

The Cleveland Foundation

Congregation of St. Joseph

Connor Foundation

Dan & Morgan Connor

John Dalton

Ray & Jan Dalton

Charles C. & Dorathea S. Dilley Fund
of Akron Community Foundation

Warren & Zoann Little Dusenbury
Charitable Trust

Lou Elsaesser

Alex & Arabella Feil

Heidi Figas

ForTec Medical

GAR Foundation

Chris & Nancy Gotfredson

Greenhouse Fund

Marie & Chuck Grossman

Emily & Mark Holiday

Joan R. Holmes

James & Claudia Hower

Brit & Julie Hyde

Martha Holden Jennings Foundation

Roger & Kim Jones

Bryan & Susan Kinnamon

Sue & George Klein

Gerrit & Peg Kuechle

The Jean Thomas Lambert Foundation

Ray & Patty Laubenthal
Roger & Sue LHommedieu
Michael Logsdon
Dr.Larry & Mary Lohman

S.Livingston Mather Charitable Trust

Judith McMillan

Jeff & Cindy Miller

Jim Nash & Joanne Kim

National Fish & Wildlife Foundation
National Park Foundation

Evelyn Newell

Sean & Nancy O’Connor

M.G. O’Neil Foundation

Ohio Department of Motor Vehicles
Doug & Noreen Powers

Michael Primm

Michelle Primm

Patrick Primm

The Reinberger Foundation
Mickey & Angie Remen

Sigrid & Curt Reynolds

Birgit Rhoads

Charles A. Rini Charitable Trust
Joan & Jim Schaefer

Meredith M. Seikel

Sandy Selby

Mark & Katie Smucker
James & Diana Snider

F. William & Patricia Steere
Subaru of America Foundation
Jennifer Vasarhelyi

The Veale Foundation
JoAnn & Mark Vosburgh
April & Charlie Walton
Paula Wheeler

Dick & Jane Whitehead

Eagle
$5,000-$9,999

Anonymous (1)

Akron Garden Club

The Nancy Andrews Family Foundation

Assurant Labs, Westlake Office

Joseph & Michelle Blanda

John & Jennifer Bollinger

Ellen Botnick

Brennan, Manna & Diamond, LLC

Ann C. Briechle

John & Bonnie Childs

Mark & Teresa Davey

Davey Family Foundation

The Dayton Foundation

FirstEnergy Corporation

Rita Frantz

Harold & Marilee Gaar

Fred & Holly Glock

Henry Gulich

Jane Haag Bergman & Wayne Bergman

Don & Lynn Hanigan

Douglass & Myriam Haslinger

Sandra Haslinger

Sandra L. &Dennis B. Haslinger
Family Foundation

Heidelberg Distributing Company

Matt & Heidi Heinle

Brooke & Sean Hice

Dick and Jean Hoffman

Bonnie Horovitz

Cynthia Knight

Kathy Leavenworth

Phil & Pat LiBassi

Gary & Laura Lobaza

The Lubrizol Corporation

The Lubrizol Foundation

Thom & Lisa Mandel

John A. McAlonan Fund
of Akron Community Foundation

Stephen & Sonja Metzler

Mustard Seed Market

Janet Narten

National Environmental
Education Foundation

Dan & Lori Nelson

Ohio Arts Council

Ohio Cat

Raytheon Technologies

RPM International, Inc.

Cynthia & James Rudick

The Fred E. Scholl Charitable Foundation

The Sisler McFawn Foundation

Carl E. Snyder Innovation Fund
of Akron Community Foundation
Rick & Eca Taylor
Dale & Cindy Woodling
Deb Yandala & Sherman Bishop

Great Blue Heron
$2,500-54,999

Anonymous (5)

Dione Alexander & Brian McGlaun
Judi Arnold-Sims & Robert Sims
Tom Baechle

Christopher Bazzoli

BFG Federal Credit Union

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Busta

Tom & Rani Cargo

Cohen & Company

Davey Tree Expert Company

Rose & Mark Dickerhoof

Gerry & Ann Findlan

Flagship Capital Advisors

Shawn & Marianne Grandon
Michael Hoffman & Samantha Haney
Patrick Holland

James & Marilyn Jaroszewski
Michelle & Dan Johnson

Carol J. Jordan

Jeff & Julie Kerr

John Kitto & JoAnn Bedore Kitto
Thomas Kloetzly & Carol Rollins-Kloetzly
Diana Kunze & Buzz Brown

Riley & Barbara Lochridge

Paul & Linda Longville

Luciano Family Foundation

Doug & Lisa MacKay

Jim & Claudia Markwald

Gary & Christine Mikitin

Dan and Marge Moore

Jennie Morey

Phil & Clare Navratil

Cheryl Norman

Rory & Dedee O’Neil

The Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy
Sandra & Robert Reid

Brett & Julie Reynolds

Richard & Alita Rogers Family Foundation
Stacey & Mark Rusher

Scott Bader, Inc.

David & Pam Semanik

Sequoia Financial Group

Sandra & Richey Smith

Joseph & Elizabeth Sopko

Target Corporation

Tom & Diane Tyrrell

Dick & Ann Whitney

Wolff Family Charitable Trust
Woodbine Products Company

Locktenders’ Circle
$1,000-5$2,499

Anonymous (9)

Steve Abdenour

David & Christa Jo Abood
Akron Children’s Hospital
Alair Homes Cuyahoga Falls
Rennick Andreoli

Appalachian Outfitters

Tom & Tricia Arnold

Peter & Barbara Avrea

BAFF Multisport

Bruce & Sandy Bailey

The Banks-Baldwin Foundation
Amanda Barcon

Phil & Mindy Bartholomae
Gytis Barzdukas

Rollie & Mary Bauer

Kristin Baum

Michael Belair

Tom & Margo Bertin

Claudia Bjerre & Andrea Senich
Daniel & Maria Blakemore
Patrick & Dustin Blakeslee

Lisa Bohm

Amy & Brad Bowers
Christopher Brandt & Beth Sersig
Adam & Vikki Briggs

Michael & Suzanne Brillhart
Brouse McDowell, LPA
Christopher & Elizabeth Buehler
Ken & Diane Campbell

Cardinal Credit Union
CareSource

Philip Carino & Elizabeth Shaver
William & Mary Ellen Carroll
Joe & Lisa Cellura

Kelly & Mark Chaloupka
Dwight & Ann Chasar

Rebecca Chestnut Cohen & Arik Cohen

Elaine Cicora & Brad Albing

Kristen & Robert Cimera

Judith Clapsaddle

Jack & Barbara Cochran

Steve Comunale

Deborah Cook

Doug Cooper

Maud de la Porte

John & Cyndee Debo

Phyllis J. DeMark

Dana Dickinson

Joseph & Colleen DiGeronimo

Ronald & Nancy Dinger

DocuSign

Hank Doll

Dominion Foundation Matching
Gift Program

James & Kathleen Donchess

Derek Drayer & Kim Koltcz-Drayer

Kim & Eric Epley

Debbie & Tim Espy

Jeanette Eustache

Bill & Karen Feth

Feth Family Foundation

Shawn & Karin Fiore

FirstEnergy Foundation

Nancy Flogge

Ethel Seiberling Fox

Michael Frank

Lois Freedman & Mark Munetz
Diane Roman Fusco

Joe & Lari Gabriel

Margaret Bohn-Galas & David Galas
Al & Michelle Gilbertson

Bill & Joanne Grady

Michael Graska

The Bruce & Erica Greer Family Foundation
Patrick Gsellman

Gretchen Hallerberg & Walt Tomford
Mike & Marti Hardy

Jane Haylor & Mel Berger

Jon & Mary Heider

Tom & Jeannette Hejduk

Peter Henriksen

Daniel & Katie Hopper

Margaret & Dave Hunter

Sarah & David Hurder

Lee & Candy Hutton

Illinois Tool Works Inc

Alex & Erica Intihar

Kathie Jackson-Holland & Will Holland
Nora Jacobs & George Snider

Glen Jenkins

Ms. Elaine Jones

Mary Sue Kaliszewski & Bill Cassarly
Denise Kestner

KeyBank

KeyBank Foundation

Leo & Linda Kipfstuhl

JillKlein

Phyllis W. Knepper

Knox County Foundation

Dave & Hope Koncal

Ursula Korneitchouk

Mike & Jan Kosmyna

Sue Kruder

Andrew Latimer

Mike & Karen Leffler

LeParo Public Relations

Dick & Mimi Jackson Lewellen
Bill & Betsy Lockwood

Bill & Anne Lowery

John R. Mahne

Steve Majoros

Anthony & Karen Manna

Dorothy Marsh

The Martindale Electric Co.
Janice Matteucci & Parnell Tillotson
Lisa Matuszny & Greg Atwell

Tom & Mary Catherine Mayer
Colin McNamara

Meaden & Moore

Thomas Merryweather

Mockbee Family Foundation
Diane Moffett & Linda Malicki

Dr. Eliot & Michelle Mostow

Julie & Donald Moul

Jane T. Mrowka

Dan & Carolyn Nagy

John Najeway & Colleen Kipfstuhl
James & Ann Negrelli

Nextera Energy

David & Sarah Nix

Steele & Chris Nowlin
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John & Ellen Perduyn
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Emery & Tara Prior

Progressive Insurance Foundation

Lydia Pryszlak

Pysht Fund

Laura Pulliam

Bob & Janice Radl

Steven & Julia Radwany
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Roger & Sally Read

Tim Remington

Don & Karen Rohde

John & Joanne Rohrer

Rubber City Dog Promotions

Daniel & Anne Rudolph

Michael & Gerrie Ryba

David Sagerser & Christine Krol

Kathy Schieber

David Shall

Kyle & Megan Shelton

The Sherwin-Williams Company

Jim & Tammy Skulina

Kevin & Ruth Ann Sobnosky

Diane Stack

Jason & Nicole Stine

Elizabeth Stirling & Tom Millward

Pierson Stoecklein

Gary Stonum & Marilyn Shea-Stonum
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Tall Ironweed blooms from July to September

and can be found growing in meadows and open

woodlands in CVNP.

Forest
$500-$999
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John & Nancy Kralik
Ann Krapf

Janet Kretchmer

John Kruty

John Krymowski
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Andrea Lyons

Dan & Donna MacDonald
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Panicled Aster can reach

up to 5 feet tall.
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Norbert Manz
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Michael Marette

Steve & Katie Markey
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Barbara & Bill Marras
Frank & Joyce Marsek
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Rebecca Martin

Linda Martinson
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Martha & Thomas Matlock
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Nancy & William McGrath
James Mcllwee
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Paula Oby

Julie & Jim O’Connell

Edward Odziemski

Mary Ogden

Faith & Andrew O’Hara
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Susan & Richard Pejeau
Amanda Pelak

Rita E. Pence

Rita Pencis

Barbara & Mark Pennington
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Mary Phillips
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Matthew Pilkey
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Deborah Pipik

Renée & Guy Pipitone
Marisa Pisani
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Ted Polcyn

Carl Polisena

Scott Pollock

Andrea Ponikvar
Thomas & Cathleen Poremba
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Sonta & Robert Robinson
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Rita Staniszewski

Kent & Patricia Starrett
Sue Starrett & Jerry Smith
Gregory Stawicki

Brock Steere

Glenn Steffens

Mark Steil

River, continued
$100-$249

Andrea & Sidney Steinberger
John Steinbrunner

Nonie & Phil Stella

Jeanne Stephens

Justin Stepp

Jessica Sterling
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In Memory

Royal Ashburn
Mark Steil

Nathaniel Ashburn-Genszler
Andrew Genszler & Alycia Ashburn

Trevor Bliss
Deanna Bremer Fisher, John and Ann Commito

Tom & Marilyn Bohn
Margaret Bohn-Galas, LISW-S, LLC

Lisa Anne Botnick
Ellen Botnick

William E. Bowers

Amy & Brad Bowers, David Hunt, James Nilsen,
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Bonnie Horovitz

Wayne Lee Clum
James & Dianna Hill, Judy L. Holbrook,
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Michael Curry
Marsha Curry
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Kathleen DeRose

Thomas Dasko
Diane Schentur

Sara Bucklin Davis
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Bucklin, Nicholas & Sara Davis, Nancy Callahan,
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Joseph & Joyce Crisafulli

Edwin T. Frantz
Rita Frantz
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Paul & Linda Longville

James C. Groble
Ellen Haag

Sharon Guidubaldi
Anonymous
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Daniel & Maria Blakemore, Jan Beeman & Paul
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Diane Goreczyca
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Mary Dure Johnson
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Matthew Johnson
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Susan Rochford, Laura Seidel, Theresa & Jim
Fallon, Tracy Doutt

David Krannich
Michael Marette

Leslie L. Landis, Jr.
Tammy Kalail

Fred Lockard
Ron & Christine Johnson

Daniel J. Lynch
James & Marilyn Jaroszewski

Michael Steven Mayor
Brian Koenig

Richard S. McQuilkin
Judi Arnold-Sims & Robert Sims

Robert Michael
Matthew Wuensch

Marion Moore
Karen & David Patterson

Louise Nahas

Sarah Adelman, Bonnie Baker, Kenneth & Grace
Blower, Suzanne Bonser, Sergio Contreras &
Suzanne Fisher, Carole B. Corcoran, Linda Denton,
Orlo Elfes, Jennifer Fisher, Sally Gomez, Mr. Henry
Menapace, Ms. Patricia Marzec, Catherine Nahas,
Paul Nahas, Lisa Robinson, Carolyn Seymour,
Marybeth Taylor, William & Mary Ellen Carroll,
Strauss/Walker Family

Leah O’Leary
Bonnie Horovitz

Rory O’Neil

Sandra & Mark Auburn, Rollie & Mary Bauer,
Richard Chiera, Patricia Durben, Jan Hughes,
Kathy Keller, Bryan & Susan Kinnamon,

Sue & George Klein, Rick Knutsen, Matthew

& Ariadna Luebbers, Laura Milo, Kate Myers,
Julie & Jim O’Connell, Margie Sawyer, Robert
Smith, Terry & Dianne Squire, Deb Yandala

& Sherman Bishop, The Patricia & J. Harvey
Graves Family Foundation

Kristine Hope Pawlik
Aubree Cohen

Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Pierson
Pierson Stoecklein

Art & Jeannette Pittinger
Tim & Sue Simenc

Precious, A Special Dog
Bonnie Horovitz

Jean B. Preston
Chip &Laura Preston

Linda Joy Rhoads
Birgit M. Rhoads

Bob Roach
Michelle Bertsch

Steve Robert
Robert Glidden & Jackie Smith

Faye Ryland
Anonymous

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Hodge Shackleton
Fred & Holly Glock

Louis & Josephine Simenc
Tim & Sue Simenc

Rich Simenc
Tim & Sue Simenc

Lynn Simenc
Tim & Sue Simenc

Virginia S. Sugden & Barry K. Sugden
Nancy Sugden & Robert Newbery

Curtis Sutliff
Carold. Jordan

Paul Steven Szalay
Doug & Marcy Ritzert, James Dooley,
Kenneth Heberling

Raymond Thrower
Anna Berlekamp

Patrick Titas

Anonymous, Gytis Barzdukas, Vidas Barzdukas,
Todd Brazda, Karyn Brockman, James & Frances
Buckley, Elizabeth Carter, James Cooney, Jessica
Cornell, Bernie & Mardee Gallagher, Allison
Kimsey, Brian Mancino, Jonas Titas, Megan Titas,
Bruce Usnik

ErmaK. Tyree
Northwest College of Art & Design

Bala Vallinayagam
Kristen & Robert Cimera

Dave Vasarhelyi
Janice Matteucci & Parnell Tillotson,
Jennifer Vasarhelyi

Richard Wright
Dianne Wright

Josephine Yatsko
Dawn Pesta

In Honor

Bill Alston
Jennifer Flynn

The Kristin Baum Team
at RE/MAX Crossroads
RE/MAX Crossroads

Conservancy Staff
Janice Matteucci & Parnell Tillotson

The Conservancy’s Development Team
Stacey & Mark Rusher

Conservancy Development Team
& Stacey Rusher

Sheryl Hoffman & John T. Wiggins
Pamela S. Crane

Bruce Rodgers

CVNP Rangers Pam Machuga & Greg Hoffman
Kevin & Ruth Ann Sobnosky

John H. Dalton
Amy Dalton, Mark & Camilla Dalton

John P. Debo, Jr.
Harold & Marilee Gaar, Emery & Tara Prior

T. Clifford Deveny, MD
Lynn Downs

Louis Elsaesser
Bryan Elsaesser

Emily & Adam Fertig
Kayla Fertig

Justin Fields
Anonymous

Julia Haarer
Kris & Tim Palcho

Mike Hardy
Jeanne Stephens

Clark Harvey & Holly Selvaggi
Perry Harvey

Amalie Hegdalsuane
Kris & Tim Palcho

Celia Heisey
Julie Trott-Heisey

Philip Karlson
Sandra Karlson

Todd & Laura Kiick
Tammi Kelly, R. Lynne Kiick,
Don & Cheryl Laubacher

Jim Lansinger
Leslie Zaynor

Rick & Susan Lobalzo
Janet Kretchmer

Gary Lobaza
Ryan Goold

Alfred K. “Fred” Lockard, Jr.
Allison Gruden

River Markey
Steve & Katie Markey
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Matilda Martello John & Betty Snow

Kris & Tim Palcho Chris Snow

Jennifer McMahon Dougless Strickland & Cathy Rake
Steve & Connie Wait Trudy Strassburger

Vicky Mora Ortiz Bill Stiles & Family

Kris & Tim Palcho Mark Kahus

Bob Pace Tim Strope

Lauren Pace Patrick Rowe

George Paidas Adrian Stummer

Shannon Paidas Kris & Tim Palcho

Evan & Allison Palcho Joyce & Richard Sykora

Kris & Tim Palcho Richard Sykora

Jan Paszko Alice Tondella

Billy Jo Baker Kris & Tim Palcho

Mary Pat Murphy Steve Wargo

Douglas Pearson Katherine Dalton

Mark Richards Eric & Gina Weckel

Catherine Richards Kris Brown

Rita’s Gang Kristen Weckel Brown
Frederica L. Cohen Susan McGown

Ann Rowlett & Joe Szabo Deb Yandala

Linda Cowan Sandra & Mark Auburn, Jinjoo Cho,
John & Betty Seiberling Janice Matteucci & Parnell Tillotson
Loretta Neumann

Ron Smith

Charlotte Pliske

Giving levels are representative of

donors’ total giving at $100 and above.

While space limits our ability to list all
donor names, we are grateful for the
support that each of you provides,
no matter the size of your gift.

If you would like to change the way your name
is listed in future publications or have other corrections,
please contact us at 330-657-2909 x139.
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CASCADE SUBARU IS IMPROVING EDUCATION ONE CLASSROOM AT A TIME

Cascade Subaru, part of Cascade Auto Group, is committed to I AR K I M I Ac I I ROJ E c I s

providing students and schools with the resources necessary to learn
and grow in the classroom.

We're doing it by partnering with the Subaru Loves Learning
national initiative and AdoptAClassroom.org to provide a $3,000
credit to Woodridge Primary School in Peninsula. The school is just
minutes from the Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP) which
offers a multitude of programs for children. The Conservancy has
consistently partnered with Woodridge Schools to offer hands-on
educational programs in CYNP. Cascade Subaru’s donation will
provide $500 of supplies to each of six classrooms. replace five pedestrian bridges within the pGI’k. The

This year alone, Subaru will benefit more than 114,000 students existing trail bridges are currently fciling due to
nationwide —and we're proud to step in and help a school in our area.

ﬁ/’l/0[ /Lau/ Jow can A&Zﬁ /

The Conservancy is raising money to help CYNP

erosion and damaged structural integrity. Existing
Research shows that students in many schools across the country lack

the supplies and resources needed to succeed in the classroom. Cascade Subaru, located in the middle of the 20-acre campus at 4149 State wooden bridges will be reploced with fibergloss
Road in Cuyahoga Falls, has been serving the community for more than 50 years.

The average teacher spends hundreds of dollars a year out of pocket Learn more af CascadeAutoGroup.com.

to help fill the shortfall in classroom school supplies,” said Michelle
Primm, managing partner of Cascade Auto Group. “We're hoping

this donation will relieve the burden on teachers and give students We are grOteFU| to TRAILS FOREVER donors for

at Woodridge Primary School a better chance to do well in the he|p|ng support the replocement of these bridges.
classroom while also exploring the wonders of the national park.”

truss bridges with wood decking.

Special thank you to Monica & Keith Owen for their

Subaru Brand Manager David Hurte echoed Michelle’s sentiment.
“We believe in making learning accessible to as many students as generous gllr'f towards the Plateau Trail bridge. Check
possible,” he said. “Adopting classrooms through Subaru Loves
Learning is just one of the many ways we're doing more to make a
difference in our community.”

out the progress so far and find out how you can help!

Jonded]
Old Carriage Trail Bridge
The J.M Smucker Co. o

SUPPORTING STEWARDS OF THE LAND /“'”i"“//m o Teai Brid
ateau Trail Bridge

Sodedd|
At The J.M. Smucker Co., we support organizations that help create « Stanford Trail Brldge
a healthier planet for current and future generations.
s eccdod|
Environmental stewardship has always been a part of our heritage
and today is a key consideration in virtually every aspect of our @ Salt Run Trail Bridge
operations. In addition to our own work, our partnerships with

groups that help promote sustainable land practices and volunteer
activities like the Conservancy for Cuyahoga Valley National Park
help to extend the meaningful impact we can make in support The bridge being replaced on Salt Run Trail is currently in decline and past its life cycle. Temporary

of environmental responsibility. repairs have already been conducted to this bridge for stabilization, but a permanent replacement

By showing our appreciation for the land around us, we can help is needed for a total cost of $30,500

preserve our park system and make sure it continues to be enjoyed
by future generations. Join us in investing in this next trail improvement by visiting www.forcvnp.org/footbridgeproject. You

may also use the donation slip in this magazine and designate your gift to "Salt Run Trail Bridge."

m We appreciate your help in advance!
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PHOTO BY JOSEPH CHASE

PHOTOS BY TOM MENYES

VOLUME 7: ISSUE 1

43

*Follow us on instagram @forcvnp and share your

photos with us to be featured in the next issue! #forcvnp
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b Sunrise at the former Brandywine Golf Course

-_f property, newly acquired by the Conservancy
in August 2021. '
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